
In this month's newsletter, you'll find all the information you need to
know for both World Equestrian Center locations in April.

Show Jumping Athlete Sam Overton Prepares for FEI World
Cup™ Finals Omaha 2023 at World Equestrian Center –

Wilmington

Learn how Sam Overton (AUS) prepared for the FEI World Cup™ Finals Omaha
2023 by competing at World Equestrian Center – Wilmington during the 2023 Winter
in the Midwest series.

Watch Here

Dreams Come True at World Equestrian Center – Ocala
Winter Spectacular 2023 During FEI Show Jumping

Enjoy some of the highlight moments from World Equestrian Center – Ocala’s
exciting week of Fédération Equestre Internationale show jumping competition during
the Winter Spectacular IX March 1-5, 2023. 

Watch Here

April Event Calendar

World Equestrian Center – Ocala:

Special Olympics Florida State Equestrian Championship: April 7-8 – Special
Olympics Florida will host the 2023 State Equestrian Championship in Arena 5. Visit
Special Olympics Florida for more information on how to volunteer.

Learn More

Easter Celebration: April 9 – Celebrate Easter at World Equestrian Center – Ocala
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in Indoor Arena 4 with spring crafts, bounce houses and face
painting for the kids. Enjoy Easter egg and cookie decorating courtesy of Signature
Brands and a special appearance from the Easter Bunny.

Calling all egg-spert hunters! Ocala’s most delightful Easter egg hunt is back in
Indoor Arena 4. Free and open to the public, families of all ages can enjoy the
timeless search for candy-filled eggs starting at 12 p.m. with divisions based on age.
Be lucky enough to find the special golden egg and you’ll be treated to an Easter
surprise. Don’t forget to bring your own basket.

Don't miss a special Easter brunch on the terrace at Stirrups at The Equestrian Hotel.
Seatings are available at 9 a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Reservations are required.

Reserve a Table

Sabine Schut-Kery Through the Levels Masterclass in Dressage: April 15 – Olympic
Silver medalist Sabine Schut-Kery will give a through the levels masterclass. Sabine
will work with a number of horse-and-rider combinations of all levels to demonstrate
the training techniques that have made her one of the most respected names in the
sport of dressage. This is a unique occasion to learn from one of the greatest riders
and trainers in the sport at a one-of-a-kind venue.

Event Schedule: 

10:00 a.m. - Event doors open 
11:00 a.m. - First horses in
11:30 a.m. - Second session
12:15 p.m. - Third session
1:00 p.m. - Lunch
2:15 p.m. - Fourth session
3:00 p.m. - Fifth session
4:00 p.m. - Finish (end time may vary)

Buy Tickets

American Equestrians Got Talent Finale: April 15 – The 2023 American Equestrians
Got Talent Finale will take place at Golden Ocala Golf and Equestrian Club. Each
year, AEGT highlights the exceptional talents of equestrians outside of riding while
raising funds for the USEF Emerging Athlete Program for Dressage, Robert Dover
USEF Horsemanship Clinic, Lendon Youth Dressage Festival Midwest, Florida Youth
Dressage Championships and Youth Dressage Programming at the Festival of
Champions.

Learn More

Gypsy Live: April 20-23 – Gypsy Live Spring Premier event showcases the
magnificent beauty and talent of the Gypsy horse. Horse-and-rider combinations will
compete in a variety of disciplines including english, western, dressage, liberty,
obstacles and carriage driving. This event is free and open to spectators at Arena 3.

Learn More

Ride the Wave Premier Horse Sale: April 20-22 – Premier Horse Sales presents a
professional buying experience showcasing the highest quality of horses for sale from
all disciplines and breeds guaranteeing you will find your next partner. 

Reserve Seats

Great Florida Bigfoot Conference: April 22 – The third annual Great Florida Bigfoot
Conference will take place in Exposition Center 1. The event will feature an all-star
lineup of Bigfoot researchers, investigators and authors ready to interact with fans
and discuss their experiences and findings.

Buy Tickets

Super Gigantic Garage Sale: April 29-30 – Ocala's largest Indoor Garage Sale will
take in Exposition Center 2. There will be more than 100 sellers under one roof. Why
waste time or gas driving all over town looking for garage sales? Shop at one place
with air conditioning and find hidden treasures galore including antiques, clothes,
toys, jewelry, tools, collectibles, vintage items, furniture, horse tack and so much
more.

Learn More

World Equestrian Center – Wilmington:

Ohio Half Arabian Horse Association: April 3-9 – Ohio Half Arabian Horse Association
(OHAHA) is known throughout the Arabian equestrian community for the production
of quality horse shows. The shows include not only Half-Arabian and Arabian classes
but also offer national show horse, dressage and sport horse in hand and under
saddle classes.

Learn More

Sports Trivia: April 14 – What do you know about sports? Exhibitors will have the
opportunity to play a fun game of trivia in the Paddock Club.

Hula Hoop Tic-Tac-Toe Relay: April 15 – Make moves like a pro by creating a row.
Exhibitors will be challenged by playing a fun game of tic-tac-toe with a twist of hula
hoops in the Sanctuary warm-up ring after the grand prix.

AQHA Level 1 Championship: April 24-30 – The Nutrena American Quarter Horse
Association Level 1 Championship features walk-trot, Rookie and Level 1 classes.
The shows offer a variety of events and activities for competitors, friends, family and
spectators to enjoy throughout the show. The Level 1 Championships are intended
for exhibitors to learn and grow in the show arena while sharpening their
horsemanship skills. The shows provide a welcoming environment for AQHA
members to be showcased in a championship arena and to compete to earn prizes
for their dedication.

Learn More

Monthly Event Calendar

April Show Calendar

The WEC – Wilmington Winter in the Midwest wraps up in April. Photo courtesy of WEC.

World Equestrian Center – Wilmington

2023 Winter in the Midwest Dates

Winter Classic XVII: April 12-16 

WEC – Wilmington Winter in the Midwest Prize List

Save the Dates: 2023 Spring/Summer Show Series

Spring I: May 24-28
Spring II: May 31-June 4

Summer I: July 12-16
Summer II: July 19-23
Summer III: August 9-13

WEC – Wilmington Spring/Summer Prize List

Enter Here

WEC – Ocala will host collegiate and dressage competition in April. Photo by Maven Photo +
Film

World Equestrian Center – Ocala

National Collegiate Equestrian Association National Championship: April 13-15

Learn More

April Dressage CDI3* and USEF/USDF: April 13-16

WEC – Ocala Dressage Prize List

Save the Dates: 2023 World Equestrian Center – Ocala Summer Show Series

Summer Series II CSI3*: June 13-18 
Summer Series III CSI3*: June 20-25
Summer Series IV CSI3*: June 27-July 2
Summer Series V CSI3*: July 4-9
Summer Series VI: July 12-16
Summer Series VII: July 19-23
Summer Series VIII: July 26-30
Summer Series IX: August 2-6
Summer Series X: August 9-13

2023 Ocala Summer Series Prize List (Pending USEF and FEI Approval)

Save the Dates: 2023 World Equestrian Center – Ocala Dressage Schedule

May 25-28 – CDI 3* and USEF/USDF competition
August 24-27 – USEF/USDF competition
September 14-17 – CDI 3* and USEF/USDF competition
October 19-22 – USEF/USDF competition
November 16-19 – CDI-W and USEF/USDF competition (pending USEF & FEI
approval)
December 7-10 – CDI-W and USEF/USDF competition (pending USEF & FEI
approval)

Sponsor of the Month: Gary Yeomans Ford

Gary Yeomans Ford is a proud sponsor of World Equestrian Center – Ocala. Gary
Yeomans Ford is a group of four premier Florida Ford dealerships with locations in
Ocala, The Villages, Daytona Beach and Palm Bay, featuring a large selection of new
and pre-owned vehicles, Ford service and parts and great financing options.

WEC Spring Festival Powered by Gary Yeomans Ford

Bring the family to the Grand Plaza for a celebration of spring on May 13, 2023. Enjoy
seasonal fare and shop the artisanal farmer’s market with handmade goods from
local vendors. Register for the Daisy Dash 5K Race to kick off the day, and get your
tickets for the pancake breakfast.

5K Race: 8 a.m.
Pancake Breakfast: 9 a.m.
Farmer’s Market: 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Register for the Daisy Dash 5K

Tickets for the Pancake Breakfast

Learn More About Gary Yeomans Ford

Vendor Spotlight: Gladiator Equine

Gladiator Therapeutics takes the use of ceramics to another level. The innovative
therapeutic products offer a new alternative to improve a horse’s quality of life while
reducing costs associated with treating injuries and wounds. Use Gladiator Equine
following anything from a trail ride to showing to help your horse recover and prepare
for tomorrow. Gladiator Equine products reduce soreness and inflammation in horses
with a range of wounds and injuries. Using Gladiator Equine therapeutics can
decrease the time needed for wound healing and complications from prolonged
healing. The patented technology needs no direct or battery power source and is
entirely autonomous and noninvasive, making its application possible in any
environment in any part of the world. Gladiator Therapeutics can be found at the
World Equestrian Center – Ocala in Arena 2.

Learn More

Dragonfly Academy at WEC – Wilmington

World Equestrian Center – Wilmington is welcoming students back to Dragonfly
Academy. Dragonfly Academy is a private school and tutoring center designed to
provide student athletes with a customized educational support program that
recognizes their demanding equestrian sports schedule. Dragonfly collaborates with
accredited schools nationally and worldwide to accommodate a variety of student
needs.

Tailored to the needs of the equestrian athlete, Dragonfly Academy offers full-time
registration, one-on-one tutoring, test proctoring or general facility usage for
independent study.

Contact Samantha Schlaegel at WECDragonflyAcademy@gmail.com for more
information.

Learn More

Gentle Carousel Therapy Horses' Circus Enjoys World
Equestrian Center Magazine

Gentle Carousel Therapy Horses visited a hospital in Ocala, FL, where there was a
World Equestrian Center Magazine in the lobby. Therapy horse Circus enjoyed
viewing the most recent issue while visiting with patients. 

During that visit, Circus met a patient who shows her quarter horses all over the
country, a young recovering rider and a gentleman who worked for the same
Thoroughbred farm in Ocala for 45 years. 

Meet World Equestrian Center's New Mascot

World Equestrian Center's new mascot Sandy Bottoms is already busy greeting
exhibitors during events. Sandy Bottoms was seen at World Equestrian Center –
Ocala during the 2023 Winter Spectacular Show Series. Make sure to say hello and
get a photo if you see Sandy Bottoms!

University of Florida Equine Hospital at World Equestrian
Center – Ocala Offers Equine Rehabilitative Services

The equine veterinarians at the University of Florida Veterinary Hospital at World
Equestrian Center – Ocala offer world-class care, are board-certified in equine sports
medicine and rehabilitation, are well-versed in the demands of each individual sport
horse and can provide a range of rehabilitative treatments and programs to ensure
your horse performs or recovers at its best.

Learn More

Construction Continues on Second Hotel at World
Equestrian Center – Ocala

Photos by Maven Photo + Film

Construction continues on the new hotel and restaurant/conference complex at World
Equestrian Center – Ocala. The facility is projected to open in 2024. In the meantime,
enjoy these new aerial images from the site. 

World Equestrian Center in the News

Garden & Gun Global Traveler KWPN

Mansion Global The Plaid Horse World of
Showjumping

WEC Social Media Memories

Remember to tag World Equestrian Center and use #worldequestriancenter on
all of your WEC social media posts!

About World Equestrian Center
World Equestrian Center features two premier equestrian and multidisciplinary
venues in Ocala, Florida, and Wilmington, Ohio. 

These exclusive facilities comprise state-of-the-art arenas, expansive stadiums,
versatile outdoor space, sporting fields and well-appointed exposition centers. An
abundance of lodging options and luxury accommodations are conveniently located
on-site, along with shopping and dining throughout each property.

Dedicated to offering great sport and good fun in a family-friendly environment, World
Equestrian Center promises an unparalleled experience for exhibitors, spectators,
vendors, sponsors and retailers built on three core values: Quality. Class. Distinction.

Learn more at wec.net.

Media Contact: 
Candace FitzGerald 
candace.fitzgerald@wec.net
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